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ANNIKA SORESTAM SELECED HONOREE FOR 

2014 MEMORIAL TOURNAMENT 
 
 

 DUBLIN, Ohio -- The Captains Club today announced that the 2014 Memorial Tournament 

presented by Nationwide Insurance will be played in honor of legendary LPGA Tour player and World 

Golf Hall of Fame member Annika Sorenstam.  

 

In a career that featured an amazing 89 worldwide wins—the most by any female in history—including 

72 LPGA victories and 10 major championships, Sorenstam was a dominant force in women’s golf during 

her 15-year career. She collected a record eight Rolex Player of the Year Awards, and she added a record 

six Vare Trophies for the lowest scoring average. Sorenstam holds the record for the lowest scoring 

average in a season (68.6969 in 2004). She is the only female golfer to cross the $20 million mark in 

career earnings. 

 

Born October 9, 1970, in Stockholm, Sweden, Sorenstam came to America to attend the University of 

Arizona, a decision she calls the turning point of her life. She won the 1991 NCAA Division I individual 

golf championship—the first non-American and first freshman to capture the national title—for one of 

seven victories in her brief collegiate career. After turning professional in 1992, she was voted Rookie of 

the Year on the Ladies European Tour and then won similar honors after joining the LPGA in 1994. 

 

 Sorenstam’s breakout season came in 1995 when she won the U.S. Women’s Open for her first LPGA 

victory. She repeated as U.S. Women’s Open champion in 1996.  

 

Sorenstam was selected the Associated Press Female Athlete of the Year from 2003-2005, and the Golf 

Writers Association of America LPGA Player of the Year in 1995, ’97, and each year from 2000-2005. 

Sorenstam played on seven consecutive Solheim Cup teams for Europe, beginning in 1994. 
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Along her record career path, Sorenstam accomplished a variety of other significant milestones in golf. In 

2001, she became the first woman to break the 60 barrier, firing a 13-under 59 in the second round of the 

Standard Register PING, which remains the lowest round in LPGA history. From 2001-2005, Sorenstam 

won 43 times and finished in the top three nearly 70 percent of the time. This remarkable stretch also 

included 11 wins in 2002, tying Mickey Wright’s single season LPGA victory mark. 

 

In 2003, Sorenstam competed in the Bank of America Colonial at Colonial Country Club in Fort Worth, 

Texas, becoming the first woman to appear in a PGA TOUR event since Hall of Famer Babe Zaharias in 

1945 at the Los Angeles Open. This was also the year that Sorenstam was inducted into the World Golf 

Hall of Fame.  

 

After adding three more wins in 2008, which put her career total third on the list for all-time LPGA 

victories, Sorenstam abruptly retired from competitive golf at the age of 37 to dedicate herself to her 

family and to her off-course career. She turned to her growing business, which includes brand 

development, golf course design, her golf academy, and serving as a regular contributor on the Golf 

Channel. She also began to devote more time to her charitable foundation, ANNIKA. 

 

In 2009, Sorenstam joined Jack Nicklaus as an official Global Ambassador for golf’s unified campaign to 

gain inclusion into the Olympic Games, a goal realized in October of that year, when the International 

Olympic Committee voted to add golf to the 2016 Olympic Program. 

 

Today, she lives in Orlando, Fla., with her husband, Mike McGee, and children Ava and William. 

 

 

About the Memorial Tournament presented by Nationwide Insurance 

The Memorial Tournament presented by Nationwide Insurance is held annually at Muirfield Village Golf Club in Dublin, Ohio, a suburb of 

Columbus. The Tournament, founded and hosted by Jack Nicklaus, is conducted each year with three goals in mind: to honor the memory 

of individuals living and deceased who have distinguished themselves in the game of golf; to showcase the world’s best golfers competing 

on one of the most challenging venues in the world for the enjoyment of spectators; and to benefit many Greater Columbus Charities in 

alliance with the Nicklaus Children's Healthcare Foundation, Nationwide Children's and numerous other local organizations. For more 

information, visit www.thememorialtournament.com or call 614-889-6700. 

 

About Nationwide  

Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company, based in Columbus, Ohio, is one of the largest and strongest diversified insurance and financial 

services organizations in the U.S. and is rated A+ by both A.M. Best and Standard & Poor’s. The company provides customers a full range 

of insurance and financial services, including auto insurance, motorcycle, boat, homeowners, pet, life insurance, farm, commercial 

insurance, annuities, mortgages, mutual funds, public and private sector retirement plans, long-term savings plans and specialty health 

services. For more information, visit www.nationwide.com. 
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